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It’s good to gather together here with you this morning, and to once again open up our hearts and minds up to what God wants to say to us about the GOSPEL, and by looking into MARK 14:53-72 to see how God longs to see the GOSPEL make real differences in our lives, and through us, to make differences in the world.  

There’s something about A TRIAL that catches our attention.  People’s lives are affected by the outcomes.  Casey Anthony, Dr. Conrad Murray, and Amanda Knox’s trials this past year drew unprecedented TV audiences, and the news reports about them revolved around what happened day-to-day in the courtroom.  Legal dramas on TV have always been popular.  I mean, there’s a reason there are so many versions of NCIS, Law and Order, CSI on TV each week, and why Perry Mason has been playing on Portland’s KPTV weekdays from noon-1:00 for over 40 years.  But things don’t always go the way we think they should in a trial …

ILLUSTRATION … A small town prosecuting attorney called his first witness to the stand in a trial-a grandmotherly, elderly woman.  He approached her and asked, “Mrs. Jones, do you know me?”  She responded …

“Why, yes, I do know you Mr. Williams.  I’ve known you since you were a young boy.  And frankly, you’ve been a big disappointment to me.  You lie, you cheat on your wife, you manipulate people and talk about them behind their backs.  You think you’re a rising big-shot when you don’t have the brains to realize you’ll never amount to anything more than a two-bit paper pusher.  You bet, I know you.”

The lawyer was stunned.  Not knowing what else to do he pointed across the room and asked, “Mrs. Jones, do you know the defense attorney?”  She again replied, “Why, yes I do.  I’ve known Mr. Bradley since he was a youngster, too.  I used to baby-sit him for his parents.  And he, too, has been a major disappointment to me.  He’s lazy, bigoted, and he has a drinking problem.  The man can’t build a normal relationship with anyone and his law practice is one of the shoddiest in the whole state.  Yes, I know him.”

At this point, the Judge rapped the courtroom to silence and called both counselors to the bench.  And in a very quiet voice, he said with determined menace he said to both attorneys, “If either of you asks Mrs. Jones if she knows me, I’ll throw you in jail for contempt!”

Things don’t always go the way we think they should in a trial … and Jesus’ trial is certainly no exception.  This morning we’re going to look at the trial or trials of Jesus.  And while there’s no Mrs. Jones in the passage we’re going to look at, things don’t turn out the way everyone thought they would, or hoped they would, or even how some people no doubt prayed they would.

MARK 14:53 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

53 They led Jesus away to the High Priest; and all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes gathered together.

It can be a little confusing when you read the accounts of this in the four Gospels because there were two different men recognized as High Priests in Jesus’ day.  Annas was the one recognized by the Jews as their High Priest.  But Caiaphas, the son-in-law of Annas, was the one appointed by the Romans to be High Priest.  Awkward!

The Chief Priests, the Counsel, or the Sanhedrin as they’re also called, weren't really looking for the truth as they questioned Jesus - they were just looking for testimony that would incriminate Him.  And in fact, EVERYTHING about this trial was against the Jews’ own religious laws.  In other words, the Chief Priests and the Sanhedrin readily sacrificed their own personal spiritual beliefs, even though over and over again over the past three years of Jesus’ public life and ministry, they’d said they’d built everything in their lives these laws and would never compromise them in any way.  Let’s keep this in mind as we go through the rest of MARK 14.

There were three phases of Jesus’ trial before the Jewish authorities and three phases of His trial before the Roman authorities, and we shouldn’t confuse them.

THREE PHASES OF JESUS’ JEWISH TRIAL …

· FIRST, Jesus was tried before Annas, Caiaphas’ father-in-law, a High Priest of the Jews (JOHN 18:13).
· SECOND, Jesus was tried before an illegal “night court” of the Sanhedrin (MARK 14:53-59).
· THIRD, Jesus was tried before an “official” daylight trial of the Sanhedrin (JOHN 18:19-24; MATTHEW 26:57). 
 
THREE PHASES OF JESUS’ ROMAN TRIAL …

· FIRST, Jesus was taken to the Roman Governor Pilate (JOHN 18:23).
· SECOND, Jesus was sent to Herod Antipas, a Roman leader who loved posing as a Jewish leader and friend of the Jews (LUKE 23:7).
· THIRD, Jesus was returned to Pilate (LUKE 23:11-12), who, in the end sentenced Him to die on the cross.

Let’s read MARK 14:54-59 …

MARK 14:54-59 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

54 Peter had followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the High Priest; and he was sitting with the officers and warming himself at the fire.
55 Now the chief priests and the whole Council [called The Sanhedrin] kept trying to obtain testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, and they were not finding any.
56 For many were giving false testimony against Him, but their testimony was not consistent.
57 Some stood up and began to give false testimony against Him, saying,
58 “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in three days I will build another made without hands.’”
59 Not even in this respect, was their testimony consistent. [emphasis added]

This trial of Jesus was illegal according to Jewish law, and I won’t take the time to walk you through all the ways that it was illegal, but suffice to say that there were many laws in the Jewish legal process to protect the rights of the accused, and all of these laws were ignored and deliberately broken by those who wanted Jesus dead.

And yet Jesus’ accusers … who were probably paid for their testimonies before the Sanhedrin … couldn’t even put together an airtight case of lies – as their false stories kept disagreeing with one another.  Which brings to mind Alfred Lloyd Tennyson’s words, “A lie that is all a lie, may be met and fought outright; but a lie that is partly the truth, is a harder matter to fight.’”  In other words, “It’s harder to agree on a consistent lie than to tell the simple truth.”

Let’s go back to v. 54 and look at the deeper meaning of what Mark is telling us about what Peter was doing following Jesus’ arrest in The Garden of Gethesemane …

MARK 14:54 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

54 Peter had followed Him [Jesus] at a distance, right into the courtyard of the High Priest; and he was sitting with the officers and warming himself at the fire. [emphasis added]

Peter is on a downward spiral in his life.  Ever been on one of those?  If so, then it’s going to be important to keep your eyes on what happens in this story.  Look back with me at what had happened earlier this same evening.  Jesus washed Peter’s feet and shared communion with him in the Upper Room – along with the rest of His disciples.  Jesus told Peter that Peter was going to deny Him, and Peter argued with Jesus, saying that he’d never deny Him.

Then when Jesus was arrested, Peter sprung to Jesus’ side like a clumsy superhero, pulled out a sword that he’d either brought with him, or grabbed one from a nearby soldier, and he used it to cut off the ear of the High Priest’s servant … a man named Malchus.  Then Jesus quieted Peter down and healed Malchus, and Peter left The Garden of Gethsemane, along with the rest of the disciples.
But somehow, Peter mustered up the courage to follow after the crowd, but not too closely … and as he does so, he’s heading for the moment when he’d fulfill Jesus’ prophetic words, and deny his Lord.

Sometimes, wanting to know if they can still do a certain activity and still be a Christian, people ask the question, “How far can I, as a Christian move away from God and still be a Christian?”  Look, I get it.  I know that that sometimes we’re just trying to figure out our boundaries and God’s expectations of us.  But gang, as growing, maturing followers of Jesus Christ, the question can’t be “How far can I as a Christian move away from God and still be a Christian?”  The question we’ve got to ask is “How close am I willing to stay to God?”  Why?  Because this is the question that can singularly reveal our heart of love for God, or just our love for self.

How you and I live our lives as followers of Jesus Christ shouldn’t be determined by how far away from God we can get before we make the choice to walk out of fellowship with God altogether.  Instead, maturing followers of Jesus Christ ask “How close can I get to Jesus Christ, and how close can I follow Him?  How close can I live out His thoughts, His words, His actions, and His priorities in my life, in my relationships, in my work, in my school, in my church, and in the world?”  Which brings us to our FIRST FAITH LESSON … 

FAITH LESSON 1
 
Maturing followers of Jesus Christ stay as close to Jesus as they can, even when it causes the sacrifice of other things in their lives.

Because gang, when your thoughts and my thoughts begin to shift toward statements like, “I don’t want to get too serious about this God-stuff”, we’re in the same danger of denying Jesus that Peter found himself on this night … and we’ll end up sitting down with the wrong people, trying to blend into the world, and warming ourselves next to fires that we have no business trying to warm ourselves by.

Remember Jim Morrison’s1967 song, “Light My Fire”?  What lights your fire?  What warms your heart?  Is it the WORD OF GOD burning in your heart?  Is it the MISSION God is calling you to live out in the church and in the world?  Is it SHARING, SPEAKING, AND LIVING OUT THE GOSPEL with the people God has called into your life, into your sphere of influence – those inside and outside the church?  Or are you inviting the things of the world to warm you?  Listen to what pastor-teacher Jon Courson writes about this in his commentary on the Gospel of MARK …

“Peter was cold not only physically, but spiritually — which would lead to his denial of Christ altogether.  Was there a time when you were following the Lord with a ‘front-row’ mentality before your schedule filled with hobbies and activities to the point that now you’re following Him ‘far off’?

Peter became so cold that he sought to warm himself by the enemy’s fire.  So, too, your desire to warm yourself by the fires of your old

gang, or your old haunts will be proportionate to the distance you have allowed between yourself and the Lord.”

Gang, when we come to know that we can get burned, we get more careful about playing with fire.  So out of this illegal trial, and in the midst of these lying witnesses, the High Priest asks a question, as a way to try and make the trial look more official.  And in vv. 60-61 the High Priest asks Jesus if He’s the Messiah, the Christ.

MARK 14:60-61 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

60 The High Priest stood up and came forward and questioned Jesus, saying, “Do You not answer?  What is it that these men are testifying against You?”
61 But He kept silent and did not answer.  Again the High Priest was questioning Him, and saying to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”

Jesus Christ COULD HAVE offered a great defense here.  He could have brought forth a host of witnesses to His Deity, to His power, to His character, and to how He was the fulfillment over 300 Messianic prophecies found in The Old Testament.  Jesus could have subpoenaed all the people He taught, all the people He healed, all the people He’d brought back to life … He could have even demanded all the demons He’d cast out of people to show up and testify to His Deity.  But following the prophecy found in ISAIAH 53:7 about remaining nearly silent before His accusers, like a sheep before its shearers … He doesn’t say a word in His defense, except to say what is recorded for us in v. 62 …

MARK 14:62 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

62 And Jesus said, “I Am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.” (emphasis added / PSALM 11:1; DANIEL 7:13-14)

Jesus used this commonly acknowledged Messianic title “I Am”, for Himself more than 80 times throughout the Gospels.  In all these passages in JOHN, and here in MARK 14:62, whenever Jesus said “I Am”, He was declaring that He was God by referring to the name God used for Himself when talking with Moses at the burning bush in EXODUS 3 … when God told Moses He was the God who has existed in all of time past, present, and future.  If you were here with us when I taught through JOHN, you might remember the seven powerful “I Am” statements Jesus made there.

1. I Am the bread of life (JOHN 6:35)
2. I Am the light of the world (JOHN 8:12)
3. I Am the gate (JOHN 10:9)
4. I Am the good shepherd (JOHN 10:11)
5. I Am the resurrection and the life (JOHN 11:25-26)
6. I Am the way, the truth, and the life (JOHN 14:6)
7. I Am the vine (JOHN 15:5)

Friends, as we see Jesus on trial here, it seems like He’s losing, BUT HE’S ACTUALLY WINNING … because His conduct now and at each chapter of His phony trial declares His innocence loud and clear.  Jesus even tells the Jewish Religious Leaders that even though they think they’re in charge, it was all part of God’s redemption plan – a plan you and I can receive as God’s gift … and that in the end He’d be the One judging them, not them judging Him.  Which brings us to vv. 63-65 …

MARK 14:63-65 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

63 Tearing his clothes, the High Priest said, “What further need do we have of witnesses?
64 You have heard the blasphemy; how does it seem to you?”  And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death.
65 Some began to spit at Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him with their fists, and to say to Him, “Prophesy!”  And the officers received Him with slaps in the face.

The brutality against Jesus that began with His arrest in The Garden of Gethsemane, is ramping up … starting with the self-righteous, melodramatic charade of the High Priest tearing his clothes, which was a Jewish symbol of mourning.

In v. 65, Mark is describing what’s commonly referred to as “blind man’s buff” … in which soldiers cover a victim’s eyes so they can’t tell when they were going to be struck.  If you or I were about to be hit in the face, we’d naturally brace ourselves or move to the right or to the left so the blow would either miss us or at least not land directly.  But if we were blindfolded, we couldn’t tell when or where the blows were coming, and they’d cause more damage.  This was why Jesus was blindfolded.

When people really want to know who Jesus Christ is, they pay attention to what He said and what He did in His life.  If they have no real intention to find out who Jesus Christ is, but they just want an excuse for getting rid of Jesus, then they’ll do what these false religious leaders did … they’ll come up with accusations against Jesus – excuses for why they don’t believe Jesus is Who He says He is … and they’ll make the choice to believe what they want to believe … which will probably be whatever is most convenient for them and whatever will keep themselves instead of God on the throne of their life.  Which brings us to a SECOND FAITH LESSON … 

FAITH LESSON 2
 
Maturing followers of Jesus Christ wrestle with who God is, but then they step over the line of faith, take Him at His word and follow Him closely.  Religious posers spit on Christ with the hypocrisy of their thoughts, words, and actions.  

Let’s read vv. 66-71 …

MARK 14:66-71 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

66 As Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came,
67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Nazarene.”
68 But he denied it, saying, "I neither know nor understand what you are talking about.”  And he went out onto the porch.
69 The servant-girl saw him, and began once more to say to the bystanders, “This is one of them!”
70 But again he denied it.  And after a little while the bystanders were again saying to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean too.”
71 But he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this man you are talking about!”

After Jesus’ arrest Peter walked away from the spiritual fellowship and warmth he had with the other disciples and settled for the company of the ungodly.  It’s like he wants to seem like just one of this crowd, instead of as a sold-out follower of Jesus Christ.  And from that point, things went from bad to worse, as Peter’s first denial to the servant girl begins a downward spiral from self-confidence and commitment as a follower of Jesus Christ to brokenness and abandonment of Jesus altogether.  Gang, when you and I distance ourselves from Jesus, it gets harder and harder to take a stand for Him in the critical junctures and chapters of our lives.  

And you and I both know, it doesn’t always take A LOT FOR US TO DENY JESUS.  We read a story like this and we imagine ourselves being tied up at the hands of terrorists holding a gun to our head and demanding that we renounce our faith in God.  And yet, with Peter, on this night, all it took was just one young servant girl.

ILLUSTRATION … When he walked into an old Country Store, a man saw a big sign saying, “DANGER!  BEWARE OF DOG!” posted on the door.  Once inside, he saw a harmless old hound dog asleep on the floor near the cash register.  He asked the store’s owner “Is that the dog I’m supposed to BEWARE of?”

“Yep,” the proprietor answered, “That’s him.”  The customer couldn’t help being amused.  “Well he sure doesn’t look like a dangerous dog to me,” he chuckled.  “What in the world made you post that sign?” “Because,” the owner replied, “before I posted that sign, people kept tripping over him.”

Friends, how many times in your life has it been the insignificant things on the floor that have tripped you up?  In MARK 14:38 Jesus commanded His disciples to watch and pray so they wouldn’t fall into temptation.  And now, later that same night, Peter’s temptation has shown up through a seemingly insignificant, young servant girl.  About 30 years from this night the Apostle Peter would write two letters which were included in The New Testament.  I wonder if when Peter wrote FIRST PETER 5:8 he was thinking of what happened on this night by the fire in the courtyard outside Annas’ house?

FIRST PETER 5:8 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

8 Be clearheaded.  Keep alert.  Your accuser, the devil, is on the prowl like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

Which brings us to our THIRD FAITH LESSON … 

FAITH LESSON 3
 
We need to not only be aware of the roaring lions, we also need to be aware of the sleeping dogs in life that are so easy to trip over.

Contrast Peter’s brokenness this night with what we read about him in ACTS 4:13 …

ACTS 4:13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 The council was caught by surprise by the confidence with which Peter and John spoke.  After all, they understood that these apostles were uneducated and inexperienced.  They also recognized that they had been followers of Jesus. [emphasis added]

We look at this verse and think through what’s said about Peter as something that we want to be said of us.  We want people to see that we’ve been with Jesus and that we’re His followers.  But for Peter, as he warms himself during Jesus’ mock trial, THIS IS THE VERY THING THAT EMBARRASSES AND FRIGHTENS HIM.  Are you afraid of people finding out that you’re a Christian?  Or are you hoping and living in such a way that people will find out you’re a Christian?  Finally, in v. 72 the rooster crows – and the prophecy Jesus spoke in v. 30 was fulfilled …

MARK 14:72 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

72 Immediately a rooster crowed a second time.  And Peter remem-bered how Jesus had made the remark to him, “Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.”  And he began to weep.

Hard times can change us for the better – when we invite God into the process.  It’s hard to imagine the powerful witness, the powerful actions, the powerful character of Peter we see in The New Testament book of ACTS, as God used him to birth to Early Church … it’s hard to imagine THAT Peter without Peter first going through this scene of denial in the courtyard on the night of Jesus’ arrest.  It was Peter’s going to the bottom of the barrel that made him able to see the possibility of a way out, and to see what following Jesus with his whole heart, with his whole mind, and with all of his strength actually looked like.  And it’s the same for you and for me.

We’ve all made promises to Jesus we haven’t kept.  And like the prodigal son in LUKE 15, we “come to our senses”, or like Peter we “remember”, then we can weep tears of true repentance and come back to Jesus, who will ALWAYS TAKE US BACK.

There is a huge contrast here between Judas and Peter.  A contrast we saw earlier in our drama.  Both of them denied Jesus … but Peter repented and we see Jesus’ heart for restoration, when after His resurrection He held a private meeting with Peter (LUKE 24:34) and then publicly restored him (JOHN 21).  And while Judas seemed sorry and bitter over his sinful choices, and even wept over them, we’re not told that he ever repented or received restoration … we’re simply told in MATTHEW 27:3-10 that he chose to end his own life.

Friends, there are two kinds of tears and sorrow, and the Apostle Paul talks about this reality in his letters to the church at Corinth, a church to whom he’d written some pretty strong, corrective words … words that caused a great deal of tears and sorrow in their church.

SECOND CORINTHIANS 7:8-11 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

8-9 Even if my letter made you sad, I am not sorry I wrote it.  At first I was sorry, because it made you sad, but you were sad only for a short time.  Now I am happy, not because you were made sad, but because your sorrow made you change your lives.  You became sad in the way God wanted you to, so you were not hurt by us in any way.
10-11 The kind of sorrow God wants makes people change their hearts and lives.  This leads to salvation, and you cannot be sorry for that.  But the kind of sorrow the world has brings death.  See what this sorrow — the sorrow God wanted you to have — has done to you:  It has made you very serious.  It made you want to restore yourselves.  It made you angry and afraid.  It made you want to see me.  It made you care.  It made you want to do the right thing.  In every way you have regained your innocence.

FIRST, there’s sorrow that doesn’t lead to change and ends in death.  And SECOND, there’s sorrow that leads to change and ends in life.  The sorrow Judas experienced led to death.  But the sorrow Peter experienced led him to forgiveness and restoration.

Gang, you and I have got to come to an honest assessment of our sinfulness – because that holy place of honesty and surrender is the true beginning of our usefulness to God.  Peter had to come to this place of brokenness over his sinful rebellion before he could be commissioned by Jesus, following His resurrection, to feed the people of God and serve God by living into the truth of the Gospel instead of continuing to try and rely on his own strength.

ILLUSTRATION … A story is told about an evangelist in Northern Ireland named Brownlow North who, earlier in his youth had lived a life that was very publicly disconnected from God – where Brownlow, not God was on the throne of his life.  One Sunday night before Brownlow preached in a church a man came up to him and handed him a letter recounting a shameful incident from Brownlow’s life – a tale from the days before he was in a relationship with God.

The letter said that if Brownlow dared to preach that night, the man would stand up in the church and publicly tell some of the terrible things Brownlow once did.  And Brownlow North took the letter into the pulpit with him – no doubt with some fear and trembling – and he read it to the people who had gathered.

Brownlow told them that it was all perfectly true, and that he had repented and received forgiveness through Jesus.  And that night, by showing that a person can deny Jesus but still be restored, God used Brownlow North to help many people come into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

For you and me, as seekers and followers of Jesus Christ, to stand in the confidence, the repentance and the restoration Brownlow North was standing in, we’ve got to come to the same place he and the Apostle Peter eventually came to – that place where we’re living in profound moment-by-moment surrender and dependence on God!  I think that maybe the Apostle Paul summed it up best when he wrote …

SECOND CORINTHIANS 12:9-10 (THE MESSAGE)

9-10 and then [Jesus] told me, “My grace is enough; it's all you need.  My strength comes into its own in your weakness.”  Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen … it was a case of Christ's strength moving in on my weakness.  Now I take limitations in stride, and with good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size – abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks.  I just let Christ take over!  And so the weaker I get, the stronger I become. [emphasis added]

20th-Century American pastor-teacher and evangelist Vance Havner wrote, “The Lord had the strength and I had the weakness … and when we teamed up it was an unbeatable combination!”  Oh, let this be true of you and let this be true of me.  Blessed be the Word of the Lord.
 
NEXT SUNDAY, 2ND STREETERS AND WORLD GOSPEL MISSIONARIES TO UGANDA, JEFF AND CHRISTINE STANFIELD WILL SHARE WITH US THEIR STORY OF GOD’S HEART FOR THE WORLD, AND HIS WILLINGNESS TO USE ORDINARY PEOPLE TO LIVE OUT HIS WILL AND HIS PLANS.  INVITE SOMEONE WHO ISN’T YET PART OF A CHURCH FAMILY TO JOIN YOU … AND COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING 

JOIN OTHER 2ND STREETERS AT THE CHURCH OFFICE ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 6:00 A.M. TO STUDY GOD’S WORD FROM THE ANNUAL BIBLE READING PLAN! 

JESUS 

–

 

THE SUFFERING SERVANT

 

MARK14:

53

-

72

 

| 

22

 

JANUARY

 

201

2

 

2ND STREET COMMUNITY CHURCH

 

GREGG LAMM, LEAD PASTOR

-

TEACHER

 

www.2ndstreet.org

 

 

 

It’s good to gather together here with you this morning, and to once again

 

open up 

our hearts and minds up to what God wants to say to us about the 

GOSPEL

, and 

by 

looking into 

MARK 14:53

-

72

 

to see 

how

 

God longs to see 

the 

GOSPEL

 

mak

e real 

differences in our lives, and through us, to make differences 

in the world

.  

 

 

There’s some

thing about 

A TRIAL

 

that catches our attention.

 

 

People’s lives are 

affected by the outcomes.

 

 

Casey Anthony,

 

Dr. Conrad Murray, and Amanda Knox’s 

t

rials this past year drew unprecedented TV audiences, and the news reports about 

them 

revolve

d

 

around what 

h

appened day

-

to

-

day in

 

the courtroom.

 

 

Legal

 

dramas on 

TV 

have always been popular

.

 

 

I mean, there’s a reason there are so many versions

 

of 

NCIS, 

Law and 

Order

, 

CSI

 

on TV each week, and why 

Perry 

Mason

 

has been playing on 

Po

rtland’s KPTV weekdays from noon

-

1:00

 

for over 

40

 

years.

  

But things don’t always 

go the way we think they should in a trial

 

…

 

 

ILLUSTRATION

 

… 

A small town prosecuting attorney called his first 

witness to the stand in a trial

-

a grandmotherly, elderly woman. 

 

He 

approached her and asked, “

Mrs. Jones, do you know me?” 

 

She 

responded …

 

 

“Why, yes, I do know you Mr. Williams. 

 

I’ve known you since you 

were a young boy. 

 

And frankly, you’ve been a big disappointment to 

me. 

 

You lie, you cheat on your wife, you manipulate people and talk 

about t

hem behind their backs. 

 

You think you’re a rising big

-

shot 

when you 

don’t have the brains to realize you’ll never 

amount to 

anything more than a two

-

bit paper pusher. 

 

You bet

, I know you.”

 

 

The lawyer was stunned. 

 

Not knowing what else to do he pointed 

across the room and asked, “Mrs. 

Jones

, do 

you know the defense 

attorney?”

  

She again replied, “Why, yes I do.

 

 

I’ve known Mr. Bradley 

since he was a youngster, too. 

 

I used to baby

-

sit him for his parents. 

 

And he, too, has been a 

major

 

disappointment to 

me. 

 

He’s lazy, 

bigoted, 

and 

he has a drinking problem. 

 

The man can’t build a 

normal relationship with anyone and his law practice is one of the 

shoddiest in the 

whole

 

state. 

 

Yes, I kn

ow him.”

 

 

At this point, the J

udge rapped the courtroom to silence and

 

called 

both counselors to the bench. 

 

And i

n a very quiet voice, he said with 

determined menace

 

he said to both attorneys

, “If either of you asks 

Mrs. Jones

 

if she knows me, 

I’ll throw you in jail 

for contempt!

”

 

 

Th

ings don’t always go the way we think th

ey should in a trial

 

… and Jesus’ trial is 

certainly no exception.  This morning

 

we’re going to look at the trial

 

or trials

 

of Jesus.

  

